
Pyramid of the Moon

500 BCE – 650 CE

Chapter 6:  Early Societies 
in the Americas



This meant that the Mesoamerican city was constructed to be a microcosm, manifesting the same division that existed in the 
religious, mythical geography—a division between the underworld and the human world. The underworld was represented by 
the direction north and many structures and buildings related to the underworld, such as tombs, are often found in the city's
northern half. The southern part represented life, sustenance and rebirth and often contained structures related to the 
continuity and daily function of the city state, such as monuments depicting the noble lineages, or residential quarters, 
markets etc. Between the two halves of the north/south axis was the plaza, often containing stelae resembling the world tree 
the Mesoamerican axis mundi, and a ballcourt which served as a crossing point between the two worlds. 
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Pyramid of the Moon:
Burial 2



Pyramid of the Sun

 important ceremonial center
 extensive trade network (obsidian)
 begins to decline 650 CE, sacked and then abandoned
 home to 200,000
 theocracy, little evidence of military, professional merchants
 evidence of ball game, adopted Olmec writing, calendar

Teotihuacan



View from the Pyramid of the Sun
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Ancient Maya
2600 BCE-
15th century CE



Nakbe
1000 BCE- 400 BC

El Mirador: 150 BCE-150CE
(earliest date: 1400 BCE)
Estimated 100,000 people

Kaminalyuju: 300 BCE-150CE

12-15,000 people
Cacao/maize/cotton/
obsidian/ jade
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El Mirador
Peten, Guatemala
6th C BCE- 1st C BCE 
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Palenque
Tikal
Bonampak
Nimli Punit



Palenque 500-800 CE

Tikal 500-800 CE
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The MAYA: Nimli Punit 500-900CE



The MAYA: 
Nimli Punit 500-900CE



At the height of 
Mayan civilization, 
body modification 
included a variety 
of alterations of 
the teeth. 



Lintel 24
Structure 23
Yaxchilan, Chiapas, Mexico

The sculpture depicts a sacred 
blood-letting ritual which took 
place on 26 October 709.
King "Shield Jaguar" is shown 
holding a torch, while
Queen "Lady Xoc" draws a 
barbed rope through her 
pierced tongue 



Bonampak Mural
Noblewomen
Piercing tongues

Sting ray spines
Needles
Thorns
flints





Dresden Codex

Bonampak, Mexico





Reading….





The Mayan calendar was very 
advanced, and consisted of a 
solar year of 365 days. It was 
divided into 18 months of 20 
days each( haab’), followed by a 
five-day period that was 
highly unlucky. There was 
also a 260-day sacred year 
(tzolkin), divided 
into days named by the 
combination of 13 numbers
and 20 names. 

Two calendars would repeat
Every 52 years = Calendar 
Round.  

Wayeb

Haab

Tzolkin

Haab + Tzolkin =
CALENDAR ROUND

Each date = number + Haab
month name

AND number + Tzolkin day name

ap%20world%202010-2011%5Cmaya%20calendar.asf
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Tzolkin Day 
Names

Haab 
Month 
Names

1st day = 1 Imix
2nd day = 2 Ik

Tzolkin used to regulate 
timing of agricultural 
activities, religious 
ceremonies, family affairs

Tzolkin  birthday predestined 
the life of the Maya



Maya Calendar Starting Date: 13 August 3114 BCE

MAYA LONG COUNT: counts from this date

calculated as bak’ tuns (144,000 days or about 400 years each)
k’atuns (7200 days or about 20 years each)
tuns (360 days or about one year)
winals (20 days each)
kin (one day each)

____________________________________________________

Birthdate of George Washington:    February 22, 1732
12.5.15.1.7

(12 X 144,000) + (5 X 7200) + (15 X 360) +(1 X 20) + 7 = 
3715 years and 27 years since the beginning (13 August 3114 BCE)

Complete birthdate using LONG COUNT and CALENDAR ROUND =

12.5.15.1.7 1 Manik’ 15 Mak



8 Imox

October 12, 1957

12.17.4.0.1   8 Imox  19 Chen

19 Chen



Bishop Diego de Landa:

Relacion de las cosas 
De Yucatan  1566

Breaking the Maya Code:
1930s: Sir Eric Thompson
1958: Tatiana Proskoriokoff
1973: Linda Schele and Peter Mathews
1981: David Stuart



According to the Popul Vuh
a book compiling details of
creation accounts known to the
K'iche' Maya of the Colonial-era 

highlands, we are living in the 
fourth world. The Popol Vuh
describes the first three creations
that the gods failed in making and 

the creation of the successful fourth 
world where men were placed. In 
the Maya Long Count, the previous 
creation ended at the start of a 13th 
b'ak'tun. The previous creation ended
on a long count of 12.19.19.17.19, 
(August 13,3114 BCE)

(The LONG COUNT CYCLE = 
5,125,36 years)

Another 12.19.19.17.19 will occur on 
December 21, 2012, followed by the
start of the fourteenth b'ak'tun, 

13.0.0.0.0, on 
December 22, 2012

A baktun (properly b'ak'tun) is 
20 katun cycles of the ancient
Maya Long Count Calendar.
It contains 144,000 days, 
equivalent to 394.52 tropical 
years

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katun_(Maya_calendar)




The Mochica (Moche) 100-750 CE
Coast of Northern Peru



The Anasazi
1200 BCE – 1400 CE

Basketmaker Culture
50-500 CE
-Settled
-- semi subterranean dwellings



Pueblo Bonito 850-1150 CE



The Hopewell Culture
200 BCE – 400 CE

•Known for trade
•Beautiful art work
•Effigy mounds





Your questions ?


